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Purpose of the sub-theme session “Astronomy as Tourism Resources”
Kouji Ohnishi (National Institute of Technology, Nagano College)

Abstract

Recently, town revitalization and Astro-tourism using the starry sky have become popular.
These activities express the desire for more people to enjoy the starry sky around them.
Since the annual meeting will be held in Shiga Kogen (Plateau), a beautiful sightseeing spot
in the starry sky, we planned a short session with “Astronomy as Tourism Resources” as a
sub-theme. In addition, since we used facilities related to the Nagano-Olympics, we held this
session as a public session. The purpose of this session is to clarify the current problems and
discuss how to find a clue to solve the problems, while introducing the trials of “Astronomy as

Tourism Resources” in various places.
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Possibility of Astro—tourism in Japan
Hidehiko Agata (SORA Tourism / NAOJ / IAU - OAO)

Abstract

IAU arranged strategic plan 2020-2030 in 2018. In this context, IAU is trying to
promote Astro-tourism as one way to contribute to the SDGs.

In Japan, the Sora Tourism Promotion Council was established in 2017 to promote
Astro-tourism. After two years of marketing research from the Sora Tourism, it was
found that the number of applicants for potential astronomy and space activities is
almost half that of the Japanese population. Looking at the details, the expectation to
participate in Astro-tourism is potentially 14 millions !
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Activities of Ac titno esefectuse is the AstsoZ sefectuse
Kenzo KINUGASA (Nobeyama Radio Observatory, NAOJ)

Acststct

Activities of “Nagano Prefecture is the Astro-Prefecture” started in 2016. We initiated a
regional cooperation in the entire prefecture and are conducting these activities in cooperation with
professional and amateur astronomers, local government officials, tourist agents and so
on. In this article, we overview the activities in the past and the future.
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The tourism resources development with the starry sky in Kumano

Nobunari ITOH, Takumi ISONO (Faculty of Education, Mie University)
Tourist and Sports Promotion Division, Tourist Association (Kumano City)
Yuiko INOUE (Tourist Association, Kumano City)

Abstract

A beautiful star-filled night sky expands over Higashi-Kushu region, southern part of
Mie Prefecture, thanks to guarding light pollution from big cities by Kii Mountains. The
majority of local residents, however, notices little about the value of starry sky as a
tourism resource. Mie University began to start supporting to promote tourism resources
development with utilizing starry sky in cooperation with Tourist and Sports Promotion
Division of Kumano City and Kumano Tourist Association.
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Star Round Yatsugatake Starry sky tourism
Tomoya Koshio (Executive Chairman of the Star Round Yatsugatake ,
Manager of the Yatsugatake Grace Hotel)

Abstract
Star Round Yatsugatake, is the collective name for all locations in the Yatsugatake area
suitable to spend time and offering space for stargazing. (Yamanashi Prefecture: Hokuto-city,
Nagano Prefecture: Minamimaki-village, Kawakami-village, Hara-village, Fujimi-town, and
others.)
Aiming to become a starry sky brand by bringing together businesses and individuals with

the same thoughts and challenges.
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One Practical Example of Astronomy Tourism
- The Abukuma Romantic Road -

Junya Terazono (The University of Aizu)

Abstract

Abukuma Romantic Kaido (“Kaido” means road in Japanese) is a nickname of Route
399, leading out of Iwaki City and passing through five municipalities located in the
Abukuma Mountains. These municipalities now hold bi-annual event to broadly
transmit the allure of this area, and these events are combined with experience of local
products such as foods and crafts and astronomical experience such as night sky
viewing and a lecture on the hot topics in lunar and planetary exploration. The author
introduces such a unique opportunity, unite of tradition and cutting-edge science, and
addresses its significance and future direction.
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“Wakayama Miraigaku Minor” of Wakayama University
-Utilizing the starry sky as a local resource-

Yusuke Sato (Wakakayama University COC+ office)

Abstract
In the “Wakayama Miraigaku minor”, we are implementing a project that uses the starry sky

as a local resource. This manuscript introduces the activities of the project.
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“Land of Astronomy, Okayama”

Kazuya Ayani (Retired from Bisei Astronomical Observatory)

Abstract
The government of Okayama Prefecture advertises Okayama as “Land of Astronomy” to
attract tourists, as Okayama is one of the best sites in Japan for astronomical observation

and has many excellent facilities for education, popularization, and research of astronomy.
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Discussion of the sub-theme session “Astronomy as Tourism Resources”
Kouji Ohnishi (National Institute of Technology, Nagano College)

Abstract
At the 33rd meeting, the sub-theme “Astronomy as Tourism Resources” was held as a
“Public Session”. When considering the starry sky as a tourism resource, we received

comments from the viewpoint of “astronomical education”, “tourism”, and “volunteer”.
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