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Astrophys_tan bot’s Activities for Astronomy Outreach via Youth Media
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Abstract

The speaker, Astrophys_tan bot, is a virtual kawaii girl character who is engaged in scientific outreach ac-
tivities. Having been active in dissemination of astrophysics on the microblogging service Twitter since 2013,
she started posting independently produced videos related to astronomy and astrophysics on the video distri-
bution services YouTube and Nico Nico Douga in 2018. These two main areas of her interest are both based
on the social media trends especially in young people at those respective times: her activities on Twitter were
following the trend of gakujutsu-tan bots, which are automated web services maintained by mainly high
school to university students that submit short texts on academic knowledge; her video posting activities are
following the trend of VTubers, who perform various entertainment activities under the name of virtual char-
acters. In contrast to traditional astronomy outreach—Iliteral “outreach,” where instructors reach hands of
education out to young people who exist outside of the academia, she actively participates in youth culture to

attempt a new, unusual style of astronomy popularization, or (so to speak) outreach from inside.
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Merits and Demerits for young generations to engage in outreach activities
Kohji Tsumura (Tokyo City University)

Abstract

Engaging in outreach activities by young generations has many advantages including
the opportunity to think about the connection between research and society, and to expand
possibilities of their career path. On the other hand, engaging in outreach activities by
young generations also has some disadvantages, such as the possibility of disrupting the
main academic activities and the social risks of transmitting inaccurate knowledge. In
this lecture, I will introduce the merits and demerits of the young generation's outreach
activities based on my own experience.
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Reasons for specializing in talking. In order to have your story heard, you need to talk about

something valuable or buy the other person's time.
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