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Repot on the Activity of the Japanese Astronomical Sign Language WG
Shin Mineshige (Kyoto University)

Abstract

We established the Astronomical Sign Language Working Group (WG) as one of the
WGs in JSEPA in 2016. Here, we overview its background, objectives, and main activities.
We also show some examples of the sign-language expression.
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Various Ways to Enjoy Astronomy for Visually Impaired Fans, and Dreams for

the Future
Takao watanabe and Harumi Fujiwara (Astronomy Club for Visually Impaired People)

Abstract

This report introduces various ways for visually impaired people to enjoy astronomy.
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“Feeling Planetarium”

Making a planetarium program for visually impaired people

Yoko Akai (A specialized staff member of “Komukomu-kan
Facilities for developing children’s dreams in Fukushima City)
Rie Sakuma(Fukushima Prefectural School for visually impaired people)

Abstract

“Feeling Planetarium” is a planetarium program which was designed for everyone to enjoy
it. The purpose of this report is to present an outline of the program and some devices to
improve it.
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Developing Tactile Models of the Subaru Telescope with a 3D Printer
Kumiko Usuda-Sato (National Astronomical Observatory of Japan)

Abstract

This project develops tactile models of telescopes and celestial bodies related to the
National Astronomical Observatory of Japan (NAOJ). The goal is to create models that
can be understandable for both visually impaired and sighted people and to make the data
for these models freely available in a format compatible with commercially available 3D
printers. The 3D printable files (stl files) of the Subaru Telescope models can be
downloaded at our website in English (http/pre.nao.ac.jp/3d/index_e.html).
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Implementation Report of Learning Projection in Planetarium for
Special Needs School for the Visually Impaired
Ariyoshi Kunitomo (Sendai Astronomical Observatory)

Abstract

Sendai Astronomical Observatory has annually conducted the science study based on
curriculum guidelines. In this report, the contents, results and challenges of learning
projection in planetarium for special needs school for the visually impaired is
introduced.
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Astronomical popularization activities through "Monozukuri" with
motifs astronomy and starry sky:
Practice in the 5th year and the future possibilities
Naoko Ohe (SORAZA-studio TeruTeruZa)

Abstract

I have been conducting astronomical popularization activities since 2009. I am doing these
activities as projects with 5 years as a unit. For the first 5 years I presided science cafes and
for the subsequent 5 years I conducted such activities through making things, "Monozukuri".
Recently I have been developing astronomy craft kits and hold some workshops with them.
Here, I explain these activities, what I learned from them, and the future plans.
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Investigation of Interest in Astronomy field by Google Trend
Chikako YAMAMICHI (Osaka Kyoiku University)

Abstract

To investigate the interests of people in the astronomy field, this study investigated using
Google trends. We analyze the trends and regional differences of 14 years in Japan and
report on the result of consideration.
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Study for interest in astronomy by using Big Data

Tsuruhara Takayuki (Osaka Kyoiku University)

Abstract

For effective outreach of astronomy, we performed a time-series survey for the interest of the
general public in astronomy by using "Big Data" and analyzed what astronomical keywords
they respond to and why. In this work, we used "tweets on Twitter" as Big Data.

As a result of the analysis, we unraveled that easily observable events interest many
people.
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Science communication with HAYABUSA real size model made by citizen
"Up to now" and "From now"

Yasufumi Mase (NPO GIGASTAR)
Manaka Matsuzaki (Nihon University)

Abstract

Science communication with HAYABUSA real size model manufacturing and
exhibition project involving citizens has created many outcomes thorough last seven
years. This paper reports it by the case of presenter’s experience itself who participated
in the activities at her childhood and chose a career for space development engineer,
and the exhibition of upgraded HAYABUSA real size model and HAYABUSAZ2 real size
model production project involving citizens nationwide.
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20 Years of The Moon Station

- Lunar and Planetary Exploration Qutreach: Past and Future

Junya Terazono (The University of Aizu / Moon and Planets, LLC.)

Abstract

The Moon Station, a website to promote Japanese lunar and planetary exploration,
will welcome 20th anniversary on November 2, 2018. Here I summarize this web-based
public outreach activity for 20 years, and address future prospect and expectation.
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Generations of public observing programs in the history of public observatories.

Takashi MIYAMOTO
(Luna Observatory, JAPOS’s WG for The Next Generation public Observatories. )
Abstract

We successfully defined the importance and meanings of the generations of public
observatories that have developed during public observing programs where instructors
give guidance to participants on how to watch heavenly bodies and to understand
astronomical meanings. And we also found out that each generation has unique
methods, skills and structures.
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