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Present Status and Prospects of Astronomical Education and Popularization

Shin Mineshige (Kyoto University)

Abstract

Present status and future prospects of the activities of the astronomical education
and popularization in Japan are briefly described with particular attention to those of
the Japanese Society for Education and Popularization of Astronomy (JSEPA).
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Communication between Astronomy and Society
-Overview of activities in Japan and the World-
Norio Kaifu
(Professor emeritus of NAOJ, President of International Astronomical Union)

Abstract

Firstly I review the education and public outreach (EPO) activities by the
International Astronomical Union. The International Year of Astronomy 2009 achieved
a great success both in education and outreach in the whole world, and it accelerated
the IAU EPO activities to the current level. Secondly I review the EPO activities of
astronomy in Japanese Research Organizations. Astronomy has been leading the EPO
activities in Japanese basic sciences from early phase, and based on recent changes in
social and researchers’ attitudes, more universities and researchers are engaging in
EPO activities in these days.
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