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Astronomy Education for the Elderly Citizens
- The learning needs of elderly citizens and astronomy -
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Abstract
Recently, aging is quickly progressing, and opportunities for lifelong education for the
elderly are increasing. However, there have been only a few studies on lifelong education
for the elderly specializing in natural sciences such as astronomy. It has been recognized
that the learning needs of the elderly is different from those of the younger generations.
For the elderly, it is said that keeping connections with others, and preparing for the
coming death are major needs for learning. In this study, we try to reveal the needs of the
elderly to study astronomy, and to discuss how astronomical education meets their needs.
It is shown that astronomy is a very attractive subject for elderly citizens who take
lifelong education with a desire to acquire new knowledge. Contrarily, astronomy does
not seem to be attractive to those who seek “practical benefits” and/or “connections with
other participants” through learning. Additionally, we discuss the relation of astronomy
to the “transcendence need” to connect with eternality., which is unique desire among the

elderly learners
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