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Abstract
We report the result of our analysis of the large sample of syllabi on the
astronomy classes mainly in general education courses in 195 universities, which
corresponds to the quarter of the all four-year university in Japan. Only 25% of
them (49 / 195) provide astronomy classes. Besides, 17 % of the surveyed
universities provide the classes as general education course. We have used the
text-mining method and the cluster analysis for the 74 astronomical classes in the
general. We have found that the astronomy classes can be classified into four
groups: pure astronomy, planetary science, physics and geo-science. Surprisingly,
about one third of classes are completely missing astronomical topics, even
though those classes are entitled “astronomy” or “space science”. We have also
found that the most of classed are given by faculties who are not expert in
astronomy. Considering the current situation, we discuss the way to

substantialize “astronomy as a comprehensive science” in university educations.
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