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The Chinese, also, paid great attention
to this science in very early times.

More than 2,300 years before the
Christian era(according to their own
records),a tribunal was established for
the prosecution of astronomical
studies,and particularly for the
prediction of eclipses. Its members were
held responsible with their lives for the
correctness of their calculations; and we
are told that one of the emperors
actually put to death his two chief
astronomers for failing to predict an
eclipse of the Sun [17]
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In many cases, the colors of the stars
have changed. If we go back to ancient
times, we read that Sirius was fiery-red;
it gradually faded to a pure white, and is
now a decided green. Capella was also
described as red; it afterward became

yellow, and is now a pale blue [19]
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Let us continue our observations. If it is
too late to sit up after midnight, try and
get up before sunrise and you will see
that, as the moon is apparently
overtaken by the sun, it will get more
and more crescent shaped, and when at
K it appears as at O, till it is lost in the
sun’s rays and comes to position E. How
ought it to appear now? Place the ball
between the eye and the lamp, and you
will see the whole of “new moon;”look at
it a few days after, when it will be
visible just after sunset. It will appear in
a thin crescent, and will be in the

position marked T in the diagram. [57]
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