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Achievements and Future Prospects f the Universal Design Working Group
Shin Mineshige (Kyoto University) and WG members

Abstract

The Universal Design (UD) Working Group (WG) was established in August, 2006. The
purpose of this WG is to think about methods of sharing the joy of learning astronomy/outer
space with diverse people: sight impaired people, hearing impaired people, children staying at a
hospital, school children who need special education, and so on. For these 6 years we have
carried out various activities, which are categorized to (i) conducting surveys among museums
throughout Japan, (ii) developing educational materials and tools, and (jii) visiting classrooms,
hospitals, and a hospice. We also held a couple of workshops with not only astronomy
community members but also people with disabilities and welfare volunteers. One of the main
achievements is to publish barrier-free astronomical textbooks in three different levels: for
university students, middle and high school students, and elementary school kids. With the
accomplishment of this textbook project, we have decided to close the WG itself, however,
activities by each member are growing and will not stop. We also have some ongoing projects,
such as editing the proceedings of the UD workshop in 2010, which can be the milestone of our
future work and next project.
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