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Konigsberg Observatory, as it appeared in Bessel’s time. From C. L.
Littrow’s Kalender fiir alle Stinde (1848), reproduced in Labitzke (1935).
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Figure 5.8 Struve’s model of the Milky Way, as described verbally in his
Etudes d’Astronomie Stellaire (1847). The Milky Way system of stars, in his
conception, is thin in one direction but extends to unknown reaches in
the other direction. Struve described the distribution of stars mathemati-
cally, envisioning them as very densely packed in a thin central layer,
surrounded by layers of decreasing density. (Credit: Layne Lundstrém.)
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